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INTRCDIOTION

The account cf *ho 30th Infantwcy Divisicn periiciputiom in the
Bottle of the Bolgium bulge { ee the Cerman counter offensive becaue
knowm) waa divided Into twe distinct pheses. The Tirst, and more
eolorful and spectacular phase was the dafansive eativitiss of the
IMvisicn frowm 17 t« 26 Docamber. The mocond, wes tl.e ciffansive drive
that ran from 13 to 23 Janmuary. Tho latt.r was & Lard, costly, dreb,
nslugging mxtoh. It wae the St. Vith offensive wherein the "0ld Hickory®
Division forcod the snemy back, elmost yard by yard for 12 slow moving
miles. It wos in that lattor 1C day action that the Division lost almost
2,000 men; an,i axtromely high price that is inddcative of the tenucity

1
of the onomy and his relucthame to surrender the Maliedy ~S5t. Vith road net.

The background loading to the l(#.luy offensive aotion, took place
betweon 3rd Junuary eund "D day, 13 gauary. It is thueielore, uduperstive
that the eurly days of January be reecunted to svt the ategs for the
primexy drive.

At tho opening of 1945, the 3Cth Division front line exieidded fium
o polrt slightly cast of Melmedy to a short distance west of Stavelot
vhere it jolned the 82nd Airborne Divieion on ihe Salm Hiver line.

In thot nree, tnd lae antirv distoinec scuth to S_f. Vith, the terxain
was much elike, RExtrewcly hilly, steop valileys cmd ridge Ilines were
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numerous. It wee on muoh terrain features thet the enemy built his
main lines of resistance.

Such pointe of vantege were valuable to the Germens, but he
also reiaived immeasureable aid from the weather oconditicns. Extremely
deep Bnows, roads covered by ice end flenked by 6 foot snow drifts,
made attaecks by our foroes extremely difficult. From elevated points
of vantage, the Germans wcre in positions to observe the advense of the
30th Division troors as they plowed acrose country for designated
objectives. It will be noted in the following narrative thet almost every
city taken in the Division zone in the advange to St. Vith, was daminated
by 2 high point or ridge line;A to the enviroyws of the community.

In addition to the advembages gained by the enemy by the rugged
terrain features pointed out, he was also favored by the heavily
wooded ereas. JFrom such sections he frequently attempted to infiltrate
small units into our lines, or he ;id self propelled aspsult guns emong
the firs to embush our vehicles as they moved by and aleo emplaced
anti-tenk wearons in the fire breeks. <%hose fire greaks ran thru the
densly woodod Ardemnes Forest and extended from eight to twelve yards
in width. Besides using the firu.breaka for points of vantage for

lacomnrets,
anti-tank wespong, the enemy utilized those lanes to bring armor and
troops forward when their travel was prohibited beoa'uue U.S. ﬁ'tillary
or a 30th Division unit controlled s particular roed. It was those
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fire breaks, thet the snemy used as yoeds to get thru an otherwiss
imponetrable forest.

From the division front lines and running south, thoere were
adequate roads to launch & eoordinated attack. However, those roads
in eddition to being snow and ice covered, became ewen worse of o
hazard due to the fact thet they wexe all meverly cenalized by the
hill masses and wooded creas. Fossession of a high point in the
neighborhood of a roed or a road junetion, perforce equalled control
of the road. OSuch terrain features were excellent for en employment cf
& delaying dofensive ecition. For that rcason smpecial attention was
dl rected at Houyire (k809006), Hauts Sarts (F625996), Wolfabusch Forest
(P833968), Diélburg (F610954) and Hunnerts (F797957). thono were all
points of excellent cbservation and good fields of fire. <hey
cddntained fime opportunities for cover and oconccalment, possessed
steep approaches and held commund of the roads that passed betwcen
them.

The enemy defensive organization in this scetor during Jenuaery,
1945, were primerily pillbox and breastwork defenses, improvised
out of loge ond dirt. Trench lines were sbundant und easily made
to conform satisfactorily with $he many rising ground areas. +hese
trench lines and strong points when making up end MIR were on the

forward slopes of steep rised, Mine fields were almost all hasty,
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but becuusv all traces of a buried minme wore sopn eovered by the
frequent anows, they proved exceedingly effective. Where roads

rounded froquent turns in the Ardemnes, the portion lost to view
in en spprooch, were frequently éneffootively blocked by a meries

of felled trees straddling the road.
&
laying the ground Work for the Division 8ffensive

On 3 Jemuary the VII Corps attacked in the arees between the
L'ourthe and Lienne Hivers with Houffalize (P6172) as its finel
objective. 2 At tho seme time, the XVIII Coxps (airborme) begun,
ag & portion of the Corps hﬁssbﬁl. "to conduct patrolling on D day
(3 Januwaxy 1945) properly supported by aertillery, and in Buch
strength as will lead the enemy to bellefe & gonercl attack is being
launched®. i In the same letter, Maj. General Mathew Ridgway, XVIII
Corps commandcer, suggested to Mej. General leland Hobus, en outline
plan for operation that included.:;averal arcas that leter became 3Cth

4 That was primarily the eity end road net

division objeotivesn.
leading to St. Vith, that lay in the 30th Division sector.

The firat phese, suggosted sbove, patrolling end small movements,
were deaigﬁed to cinfuse the enemy &8 to wh:-.-re/in the lst and 3rd Ammy

sectors of the "bulge®, th¢ nain Americen drive would be launched.
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Woeption was what wesn expocted %o be guined from patrol forces

sent, out by the 3Cth Division. 3 Those diversionary activities did
not decelwe the enemy to any greal dogree and the latter continued

e gareful withdrawel movement withidn the bulge. 6 ?i:rat the armor
was pulled out and replaced in the line primarily by Valksgrenedier
unita. In the 30th Division sector, ss the offensive slowly began,
 there were no elecments of the lst O3 Panzer Division to bs found,
The opposing unit wos the 18th Volksgremadier Division badly

depleted, but novortheless oapnble of a defenslve rearward fight. 7

A divereionary activity is attempted

i 1945 began, the anomyjthough definitel; stopped from any
further large scale drives to the west, wus still to be reckonsd
vith, inscfar sn the possibility of his leunching engd uttack wus
concerned. In tho 30th Division sector the 105th Engincer Combat
Battallon had sovan bridges mined for possible demolition.

Thoee sranned the L'Awiblove River and its subsidieries. Roads
were cerefully guarded with anti-tenk defenses, in the Melmedy
(78cl )=Stavelot (7107) sector, end in that role the 11Cth Aah
Battalicn (90mm), 823rd TD Battalion, 825th TD Campeany (both 3
inch) and the normal Division 57 mm AT guns were utilized.
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Along with these precauticus elememte of tho diviaion conetantly
sent cut reconnalssance and combal pe¥role. They hed two primary
purpcsos; maintaining contaet with the enemy asc thet cuse idae of
his activitizs gould rlways be known and sscondly, & ccnstent drive
to bring in priscners sc¢ that identificatione and poesibly future
plena cculd be goined from interrogation cf the ceptured troops. ’

Cn 3 Jenuary, the wain effort in the XVIII Corps was mado by
the 82nd Adrborne Division whiech held & lime con the immwdlate
right cf the 30th Division. T4 aid in &lverting some of the enemy
foroes to the 30th Division front, the 120th negiment of the
A vision attackod at 0830. 3 January, abt th: same tims, tho 8211&
Division moved off as the maln effort in $he XVIII Corps suctor end
met hoayy rosistance all along tho line.

In the 120th Infantry zonas, the divorsionary activity was
oxoocutad by tkrae groups. Company I of t'. Reglment under ls% Lb.
John A. Doyle maized their objective, an ares of high ground,
approximately 1500 yards southwest of Melm=dy. Compay B of the
526th Armored Infantry (attacked to the 30th Divésion) moved off
at the seme time for Lhe objeetfive of Howyire (KB07007), but met
heavy enemy fire north of Redomont, 2,000 yards from Houyire,

They held thet point of their furthest advemce until 1800 hcuras
of 3 January and then withdrew to their Tormer line, slightly
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south of Malmedy.

On the left of the above unit, the 1lst platoon, Compeny A,
526th Armored Infen try neized the cross roads at X 814019, which
ley immediately to the socuth of Baugnez. That unit withdrew to
its original line at about midnight, and Campany I of the 120%h
Infantry fell back at 1950 hours to the southern outskirts of
Malmedy. That action by those three units served the worth
while purpose of diverting some troops fram the 82nd Divieion
front. However, the results were not what was expected from
the enemy in the way of artillery ooncentrations end troop and
vehicle shifting. 10 The only enemy troops contacted in the
skirmish wore the 2nd and 3rd Compenies, 293rd Volksgrenedier

Regiment, 18¢h Volksgrenadier Division.
30th Division orveses the L'Auibleve River

Following the amall action on 3 January, the division begen
preparations for its comsolidated orfensivé which began on 13
January. One of the primary needs before & concerted drive toward
St. Vith could be considered in the 30th Division o ne, was the
necessity for geining a firm line on the south bank of the
I.'ﬁﬁaleve River. As the line stood on 4 Japuary, the Division
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line betwoen Trois Fonts (675;57 ) and lhlhady (790045), wes on the
north benk of the River.

The plen wes to first oross the L'Amibleve between Trois Ponts
and Stavelot. After that right flank wes secured, it was then
contemplated that the drive south between the north-south grid
lines of 76 degrees and B} degrees would begin in force and not
helt until 8t. Vith wes seized.

On 4 January, XVIII Corps commender, Maj. Guneral Ridgway,
drected that plans be prepared for a corossing of the L'Awdblove
between Trois Fonts and Stavelot end thet a bridgeheed be
established in the sngle which lay on the south benk of the L'Awibleve
and the east bank of the Salm Riverngl On the following dey, 5
Jenuary, the 30th Division was instruoted to accomplish that mio’c‘:ion

#utp&w.,auﬂ- 12

during the morning of é-January
Regimental Combat Team, of the 28th Division, was attached to the

For the operation the 1ll2th

30th Divial on at R51000A Januery.

The objeastive of the attack was tc gain and meaintein the area on
tte south bank of the L'Ambleve thaet waes bounded by Bx;ineux (K700958),

Wasmentan val

Femne (709967) and Wennervel (710975). On the right flemk of $he 30th
Division the 82nd Airborme Divison, had attacked south, and the 517th
Regiment of the latter division, had possession of a line several thousand
yerds south of the L'Ambleve and west of the Salm River. It was
therefore necessary for the 112th RCT to attack for the objectives
outlined ebove to pw tect the left flank of the 62nd Division, plue

\g.t;ring the 30th Division & foothold on the south bank of the L'Ambleve

for future operations, 13



The 1l2th ROT was given tho burden of that opuratiomn and
assigned in eddition t¢ their normel regimental attechmunts,
Compeny O, 103rd Engincer “ombat Battelion, Company ©, 630th
TD Battelion,, 5 platoone (from ccmycnice D end C) 743rd Pank
Buttelion and im support of the¢ entire operation, were seven
£i01d artillery battelions. ¥ The tasks assigned a:d
acccmplished by the regiments of the 30th Division were, the
bridgehond established by the ll?tﬁ Bogiment to aid the 112th
RCT in thelir atteck and the _ll9th Regiment and the 120th
Regiment maintaining their dofensive positions inpho Aivision
gactor.

The original plan stated that the 117th Regiment would
esteblish two small bridgeheads at 0630 hours, 6 Jenuary and that
the 112¢h BCT would pass thru them en hour later end ssize tho high
ground in tho vicinity of Montegnes (6%8995) a @ thon continue to,
and oooupy Wenncranval, Wenne and Spineux.

Enemy forces opposing the 30th bivision maintained their
main lino of resistance on the scuth benk of the L'Amdlove. In
the zone of scheduled uction, (west end scuth of Stavelot), tho
1st end 2nd Battalions, E;l:ﬂv;egmm opposed the U.ﬁ'é‘roops.
while south of Melmedy the lst end2nd Pattelions, asmh‘mnogmem

were disposed, with the 295th in reserve. Those $hree units were



all element®s of the 18%h Volksgrenedler Division. Thelr defenses
were wlong $le ridge line and high pointe in the erea. The roands
were covered by messuld guns, k& blocks of falled trees, and
dugouts at the sldes of the roads thet contalned one or two msen
arred with an antomatie weepon. Tye L'pmbleve, the nuirow, wes
an extremely fast flowing river and’ma o¥erlooked by ~» hill line
in the posseseion of thu cnengy.

Undexr the cover cf darkness, 6 Januery, Compoxry G, 103rd
Caabat Enginoer Bettalion ocnstructed foot bridgns over the
L'Amblove at (84993 and 677991. Bhortly therenfter, (0630) hours
81111 under cover of derkness, Oompany G,117t¢h Infentry under lst
1t . Charles W. Monerleflf erocesed at the two bridge sltes casteblished.
They met me oppoaition end by C7C0 the ontire regiment was over the
river and had teken up positione in the corner omclosed on the north
by the L'smmbleve and on the east by the Selm River. A% 0730, the
1st and 3rd Battalions of the 112¢h ROT, supported by 3 platoons of
tanks from the 743rd Tank Battallon attaclked tc the south. Cities
of Wenna end Wannorenval were objectives of the 3rd Battalion und
Spinoux and ls Tombeoux goals of the lat Baitellon,.

The 3rd Battalion advenced 400 yards to Grend Faye (698908),
wicre it was halted by heavy sutometic woupon and pmall arms fire.

Gutting to the left, the battelion hit the enemy on the 1:‘1&.11}'7 omd—~
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oaptured a small number end bynpaaaed the mal n body of resistence.
They then drove south through enemy opposition at Remiheid and
immedlntely to the east of Mu&nont. where they formed emn 800
yard line to the east for the night.

The lst Battalion on theright of the 3rd moved off at the
seme time keopdmg well el ong the Selm River, At Dorriere Spai
(676982) fhey encountered en enemy strong point that overlooked
the route Ior advance. Utilizing automatic weapone they elimin?ted
the strong point and were in possession of the area by noon. The
advave to the south continued for approximately 1500 yards, where
at darkness they established a fromt line extemding fram 690960 to
699968. Contect was made with the 3rd Battaliom on the left and
the 517th Parachute Infantry, 82nd Diuuion} on the right.

At 0900,. 7 Jenuary, the 112th RCT agein attacked with the
9rd Battalion on the left, the lst on the right end the 2nd in
reserve in the vicinity éf Alscmont. The 82nd Division advanced
on the right of the 1l2th and received extremely heavy fire from
Spineux. It was therefore, impcrative that the 112th seize that
strongpoint as early as possible go that the oross fire histing
the flank of the 82nd would be eliminated.

Alming at Wanne, as the objective for the dey, the 3rd

Battelion moved south with Compony L on the left and Qompeny K
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on the right. Overcoming stiff resistance, the battalion was
on the outskirts of Wanne by 1300 hours. Shortly thereafter they
wera hit by & counter attack ccmposed of 3 temnks supported by

ipfantry thet came in from the southwest in the vieinity of Spineux.
.r\\g..twwd
The elemonmts of the 743rd Tenk Battaliom, ,\att.achad to-the—batyelion

,(
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enemy fire. With that hazard eliminsted, Qompany K dro: ve into \\’2’

engaged the enemy ermor, destroyed them end lost one tenk from

Wenne from the northwest snd Gompm}y L from the northeast. Whon
well into the city, enother counter attack hit the 3rd Battalion
ocming from the direction of Spineux, and again the 743rd tanks
aided in the drivinglr:;tha Germens back. Lossos for the 3xak
platoons of the 743rd, that were ongeged, were four tanks. One
from enemy tank fire, one from friendly artillery and two from
mines. 1 By dmsk, Compamy I had consolideted their position

in Wanneranval with Oompany,t(in Wenne and Company L on tho east
of Compeny K.

The let Battealion, l1l2¢th ROT, hed jumped off at the same time
as the 3rd. They pushed southeast thru heavily wooded erea for
almost 1000 yards, and then reached and oaptumd the towns of
Spinsux and Ls. Tambeux by 1600 hours of 7 Jmmau:ar_srl._f.i Compeny &
of tat Battalion held the right, Oompany B on the/left and Compeny
C in the rear in support. The dfficulties encountered, in eddition

to the enemy motion, was the extremely heavily "._ﬁoodad area, and
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the kmee deep snow thru wileh thu advence wae mude. frhe anemy
utilized thess notural obstocles unfemilar tc our troops, from
which to attack and fight.

By last light of 7 Jsuary, Company A was securely consolidated
in Spinsux, Company B in 1o Tombeux and Company C to :_fhu rear
center of both. The 2nd Battallon, 112%h ROT, remeined thruout
the dey, ap regimental reserve with Compeny F in the vicinity of
Aisomont, Qompuny E in tho vioinity of Gramd Faye and Company G
to the rear end on the right flank of the battellon.

Thus, in a two day period, the L'Ambleve had been erosaed, the
enemy cleared out of the Salm-L'Ambleve pocket &md the first slep
taken in the rapid, relentloss dfg; c:f*rthé 30:!1'-1,‘)1713_1011 to tho
vioinity of St. Vith. At 081700, thc 42hth ROT, r';rom the 106th
Division, was attacted to the 30th Di'risio;i. anﬂ bogan to relieve
the 112¢h RCT. Teking over the 112th RCY'as attachmontl. which had
reverted $o XVIII Gorps control, tho hafl;th RCT Taa to relieve the

16

former of its positions by 2400, 8 J?éuary e to heavy Ss1OW,

extremoly pooxr road conditions and inclemunt woa hu!‘. the relief tock

until the afterncon of 9 Jenuaxy gefom it was co t_blrat.eﬁ. E



Tho St. Vith Offonmive
Prnase I

Tha first doy,)3 Jauaxy, of the ton day offensive was the most
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costly for the division end an explenation in some detail is val-
uable for the ploture it portrays of the type of German rcaction
met on the main line of enemy resistence.

At 0600 13 Januery, the 119th Regiment under the ocmmend of
Colonel R. A. Baker, sttacked south for its objectives of Belle=-
vaux (783005), and Hedomont (795022). Pushing south at 0600,
from the outskirts of Malmedy, the 3rd Battalion reached the
northern edge of Hedomont by 0735 where it was halted by ex-
tremely strong resietence. That adty, it will be remembered
was to be captured before 0800, so that it wculd form a base for o
further push south. As the situetior turned out, Bedomont was
not teken by derkmess of the seme dcy.

Supported by a compeny of tanks of the 743rd Tenk Battalion,
the 3rd Battelion, 119th Infentry reached a poiunt et 794023, where
mines demaged several tenks and held up the ewrom. The infentry re-
ceived very heavy fire from the orest (500 fee$) of the hill about
100 yards north of Hedomont. The infantry regrouped and with
Compeny L etriking out of the woods at the weat side of the city
and Compony I attacking from the northoast, some goein was mads.

But in mid-afternoon the fire power of the defending troops drove

the 3rd Battalion back.
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The ls$ Batsalion hed attacked for Hedcmont at 0730, to support
the unsuccessfull 3xd Battalion. Advemoing so the northern edge of
the city, it oould meke no more progress then the 3rd Battaliocn. One
platoon of $anka, supported by a platcon of infentry from Qompeny B,
attempted $o0 edge into the olty from the west side but were turned
back with heavy losses. By 1800 hours a definite penetration of tle
¢ity had not been mede &t eny point and Oompenies L.K.end I of the
3rd Battalion, plus Compeny B of the lat, were zmuped' around the
northern side of the city. Compemnies A and ¢ were withdrawn to the
.north 68 rogimental xeserves.

In e letter of imstruotion dated 2000 houra, 13 January, the
119th Regiment was directed to take Hedumont thet seme night. 26
From 2200 to 22350 hours Hedomont received e terrific artillicry
bmage._ at the conclusion of whioch Qompany I, uader Capt George D.
Rehkopf, again akt~oked from the east and Company L, led by Capt.
lawrence J. Gegliano, from the west, with Comppny K coming down
from the morth. BStunned to scme extent by the terrific babtoge,
end the intensity of the infantry drive, the onm:]'.-rell baock slowly
and stubbornly. It required almost five hours of iteady street
fighting, but by 0320, 1) Jenuary, the 3rd Battalicn was in

posseassion of the city.
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During the first doys' offensive the 2nd Battalion, 119th
Regimont did mot exparience the & ffigulty the other twe battalions
of the regiment encountered. A% 0600 the 2nd Battalion moved off
from its lime c{ departure end keeping in the cover or;:ooded eTe8,
procaaaad 2500 yards, By 0600 they weroe on the outskirts of the city
of Bellevesux, but received scattered Iﬂm fram enenmy elemonts who
ocoupied portions of buildings. Throughout the dey fire fights
oocured in the ecity ~nd et night fall, tiny onemy pockets wure still
imchf. At last light, Compeaius U, #, and ¥ occupied positions
from west to east, sbout 600 yards north of the city proper.

8o much fox the western part of the 30vh Divielon stteck on 13
January. It was the esaterm porticn that turned out tc be sc costly
aend even more difficult to penetrate.

The 120th Regiment attacked at 0800. The objective of the 3rd
Battalion was Houyire, the dmin.;ting pisce of tervain betweon
Molmedy and 14gnsuville and commanding the thmedy‘-&t. Vith road.

The fi rst 30{11 for tho 2nd Battellon was Thirimont end the let
Battalion wes io suppoxt those two battali-onn with ite fire. Com=
ing down the main highwey aa far as Baugnau, the 3rd Battelion oud
to the wost, through the woods and with Companies K, L, and I

abresst, hit the forward slope of the hill and drove the anemy «*¢"
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by moon. f!y 1400 positions were eonsolideted with & road dblosk,
emploged, and with Compeny L on the south or reverso sloype,
Company K on the wont and Compeny I omn the east.

Also at OFDO, 13 January 1945, the 2nd Battaliomth Infantry
moved to the s2set, and then when nmorth of Thirimont ’ direetly scuth
toward the oity. Thiriment wes expucted to bo seized that duy. That
waee not the coss, however, snd it took that day ard almost $wo rniore,
before the miseion was ai:ocmplilhsd. It munt be remcnbered in follow=-
-ing the astion around Thirimont, t2i enus~ resistance oceme not
primarily from she ciby propor, or from forees coming im t¢ retaforce
the city from the south, but from the east; from the exposod lefi
flenk of the 30th Division. Whon the division moved off im the attaeck
on the morning cf 13 January, the 10Gth Division on the right flank,
moved south in a complementary asction. On the left flenk, however,
the lat Division & not move ond as elements of ths 30th edvencad
south, their left flank was exyposed to snemy artillery and infantry
attacks ocoming from the d&irestion of Ondenval (850001), and‘l‘aymontilla
(865017).

With Company G on the left, Oompany ¥ on the right end {;iompany E
in resexve following ¢losely, the 2nd Bettaelion attacksd toward

Thirimont. While it wes s8till rather dark, Oompeny G slipped ;o: . the
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outer ring of defenses of the oity and got imto the oity proper.

Compeny ¥ moved down the woim;‘ to Thirimont road, but wadnot as

sy /f*;—wf’ Jg3ols
fortunate. OQaught by a reed-blovk set up in the road Aand on both

flanks. st—032015, the compeny, led by Capt John M. Jacobsen, was
hit by small arms fire, autonatic weepon and ertillery fire. 4he
ertillery fire came from the sast, estimated to be west of Fey-
monville by aprroximetely 2000 yards. Because Hauts Barte was &
hill overlooking Thirimont end all approaches to it, it was log-
lcally assumed that enemy observers, from posts on the crests,
1800 yards south of Company F, communicated fire direction infor-
mtior to ertillery, 2000 yarde east. 2

If Company F had had some armor support, they may have gotten
by the road blook. But the 2nd Battaliocn armor of one platoon of
tanks and 2 pletcons of tak destroyers were all held up near the
line of departure when the leed vehicle hit a mine and stopped
the entire column. Therefore the attack was launched wi.th 3;:
armoxy lupport.-28 In any event, Company F slugged et the strong
point at 831015 until about noon, end then badly depleted, they
~-re forced to retire.

Company G, attacked to the left of Comrany F and bypessed
the road dblock at 839011 and was in the oity of q;hlrimont by first
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full light. If the left fleank had been secure, and (German re-
inforcements eould not have coms from thet exposed enemy held area,
such a mepuever of bypﬁsains & stmng_ rood blogk under the cover ¢f
early morning darkness would have been excellent. Once im Thirimont,
s ) buldinys
Company G took up positiohs in the building-eeilers. Fire fighss
were oontinued throughout the dey and artillery fell heavily in the
oity. “pemy artillery cems from the vieinity of Ondenval and Lt.
Oharles W. Monerieff called for artillery fire by redio throughout
the dsy. Be directed that fire capably, and frequently c¢cslled for
ccnoentrations that landed amln,g eneny troops 1:_1 the house gaxt to
the ops he was osouping. 2 Throughcut the day, 13 January, ettempts
were made by the 2pnd Battelion, 120th Infentry to reinforce Lt.
Monorieff's position. Compeny F oould not get by the roed blook end
enemy outpost positions in the vicinity of 839011, An attempt was
made by lat Lt. Welter A. Wert Jr., to push Qompany E through the
woods end eround the right of Compeny F to Thirimont. The woods were
almost impemutrable end Germen troops in dugout pbs.tticm effectively
halted small groups from infiltrating. t
The £ighting in Thirimont contimued throughojit the day end
Company G's capualties were mounting. Inm a telaj:uone econversstion

made at 1215, 13 Jenuary, to the Corps Commender):@eneral Hobbe seid,

\
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* I had come under the assumption that tho big unit (lst Diviaion)
on our left would do samething to relieve the pressure on our left
"1-?§It any$hing ean be done to have scme elements on the left push
along and teke the pressure off, it is essentisl.®* During the early
hours of darkness small groups of Qermans got into the ity whieh
they approacthed from the east. Then st approximately 2000 hours,
under gomplete blaokness, the enemy launched e gounter attack of
poven tanks supyorted by over 100 infantrywen. Monerieff called
for artillery fire and pomit type ammunition was utiliged. It was
very effective in eliminating the enemy infentry, but the tenks were
rot demaged to any approciable extent. Shortly after the initial
gounter attack, larger groups irfiltreted iato Thirimont f:om
Ondenval.

At sbout 2200 hours, 1s. Monerieff called bask to Battalion
requesting permission to withdrew from the oity with the men that
remained. Permission was granted and Momerieff l_ed his GQompany
buck through *he woods, along anow oovered zraila end in inky blackness.
Approximately 40 officers and enlisted men returned, of the foree of about
110 thet had moved ocut with Company & at 1700 thet morning. 30 The
strepgth of Ocnpeny G on 13 Jenuary was 163 enlisted men and  officers.

On the 14 Jemuary it was B/, enlisted men and 3 officers. Included in
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the 8} enlisted men was the compeny headquarters, cooks, mechanics,
etc. 3

At sbout midnight, 13 Jenuary, the 2nd Battalion, 120th Reg~
iment had withdrawn to their position ocoupled before the morning
attack had been lsunched. At 0030, lj Januaery, the lst Battalion,
120th Regiment, under Lt. Colonel Ellis W. Williamson attadked
through the badly mauled 2nd Battalion, for the objective, Thirimont.
The battalion encountered extreme difficulty in attem;ting to move
through the blackness of the night, the woods, and the heavily fall-
ing snow. At almost 0600, 1l January, the battalion had advenced
through the enemy outposts on the outskirts of Thiriment. The tem-
perature was dropping steadily, and e further & fficulty wee en-
ocountered with radio communication. The o00ld caused the radios to
malfunction in many cases and redio control of the unite beceme
difficult. 32 Coupled with the faot that enemy artillery still
rained dm}rmetm: positions in the viecinity of Ondenval,
vory little progressn was made sgainst Thirimont.

30th Ddvision artillery played an importent rolc during the
14th and leveled o large emount of artillery fire on enemy vehicles,
batteries end infentry units. The fire wae direscted almost cntirely

by air observation end war doubtless costly to the enemy. Fram ncon
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of 13 Japuary $o ncon of the following day, division artillery unite
fired elmost 10,000 rounds of 105 and 155 mm smmunition. 52 The use

of the aertillery Cub plemes for directing the fire was profitable and
as Jolomel Purdus, G0 of the 120%h poimted out, the plenes elso called
hadk by radio importat cnemy movements, the :czulta of friendly artill-
ery fire, and served to keep enemy artillery batteries silenced for
fear of being spotted by Cud plane observors, who im tura wculd call
down artillery fire on such batteries. 34 Throughout 14 January, the
lst Fattalion, 120th mg. supported by the 2nd Battalion, ham-
mored eaway at Thirimont unsuc¢essfully. 4£p attomp: w. ~2da to strike
at that city from the wost by the 3rd Battalion, with Hauts Sarts as the
base. Qroups of the enemy had infiltrated, during the night of 13 and
1} Jenuary, from the east, end haed reinforced the already strong

group on the steep hill that over lookefl Thirimont. The Germans
walnteined communication back to Omdenval, end artillery fire on
friendly troops fell throuah’ﬁw morning of 1j Jenuary. At 1150

hours, Companies I and K attaocked for the hill, but were beaten back.
Under ord;nary conditions, dxiving an enemy from sush a superior
defensive position as afforded by the orest of a hill would have

been difficult. But ettempting to advance up the side of a barren

slopo ageinet snow, ice, anG wind against a firmly entrenched enemy
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was en almost impossible task. The at$ackers wuve forced to & hals

500 yards from Hauts Ssrt. Tallt objective was very valuable to he

enemy, for not only did he umse the coreet for an OP to direct fire

on troope moving toward Thirimont, but he auld elao direet artillury
fire on anything in the area moving on the Malmedy-Ligneuville xroad

south of Qexamont.

On the west side of the Melmody-ligneuville road, the hill and
vicinity designated as Houyire hed been taken on the previocus day by
the 3rd Battalion, 120th Regimen$. REarly the moraing of 1j Jenuary,
the 2nd Battalion, 117¢h Regiment skirted the east slope of Houyire,
end attacked south with Ligneuville as the objective. The original
plan had contemplated the 119th and 120th ngimn‘-’l of the division
as handling the lst phase of the St.Vith offensive and committing
the 117¢h Infentry, through the 119th efter the latter had advenced
as far south as the 9651: east-west grid lime. 'The unexpected resis-
tance ercund Hauts Sarte end Thirimont, held up the sdvence of the
120th and in an attempt $0 out pest the enemy at Thirimont, the 117th
was corrittad to the attack. , |

Wving south toward ligneuville from Houyix?o. the 2nd Battalion,
117¢h Imfentry, -émidod being observed to eny q«sn degroe by ad-

venoing along the west mide of the Malmedy-Ligneuville road. *he
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trees were thick, the knee deep snow drifts wcre higher by 3 or 4
inghes more of pnow that had fallen during tho night end commune
ication was diffieult. At 1200 hours, 1} January, the battalion
wos in the outskirts of Ligneuville. They were mo8 by scattered
units thet were displaced in he stonc bulldings of the eity. Fire
fights coatin;md throughout the afterncon in the oity of Mgneuvillel.
but by 1600 the onemy hed been drivon out. Moving through the oity
quiockly, on the 8t. Vith roaed, Company £ aprroached the bridge apen~
ning the 1'Ambleve :xver. The bridge, at 806987, had been prepared
for dewolitiin by the Germens, but the Campeny ¥ commendsr, Qapt.
George H. 5ibbald, out the wires and led his troops across. With ell
three companies &n the oity, the 2nd Battalion, 117th Infentry, con-
solidated their positions and were not taken Mmm by the (German
sounter attack launched at 2000 hours. Estimeted et a bettelion of
infantzy n_nd supported by eix tanks, the enemy attempted to regain
ligneuville. They were unsuccessful, however, and wore forced to
withdraw.

Morving further to the right, or west, into the 119th Infantry
seator, 1% will be recalled that during the early morming hours, 14
Jenuary, after a terrific 30th Division ertillery berroge on Hed-

cmont, the oity wan captured by the 3rd Battalion. At firat light,
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14 Jenuary, after a terrific struggle, Lt. Oolpnel Robert H. Herlongs
l1st Battalion passed through the 314 and attacl ed south for lLamonh=
riville (790005). %be Bsttalion met practically no resl stence at
Lamonriville and went thruwugh it repidly. Still moving south from
Lemonriville, with Compenies A end B lending and Oompany O in the
rear, the buttalion hosded for Reoulemont (7849995). Shortly be=
fore noon they were halted rorth of tho elty by very scourate and
damaging morter fire end artillery. Wiih the support of tanks Lfrom
the 743rd Tank Battalion, the enemy line wae broken north of Recul-
mont ond 50 PR's were captmred. 35 With tonka leading the way,
Componica A =nd B 0ok up positions im Reoulemont at dugk. With «
fimm beso in the oity, Captain Popald R. Fell led CGompeny C through
the town snd by derkness had gone another 1000 yards scutl to reach
the noxth bank of the L'Ambleve River. Thus in onol day, tho lst
Battalion, 119th Regiment had pushed, slugged, and battered thelr
way through emow, woods, loe, end a detemined enemy for a gain of
epproximately 4000 yerds. Their casualties were Irolnuvoly high,
but sc w+xe the entire 30tk Division's on 1 .T_'-a;;uary.

The Zneé Battelion, 119th Infatry, movedloll't at 1000 hours, 1
Jenuory with (Oompany G on the right and Ompan.vl ¥ pushing further
into Bedleveux. Under 1st 1t. G. L. Farris, Gompeny G skirted
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Belloveux on tho wost and attadked Thioux (761004). They were met
by heavy small exms fire but prior to noon they had possassion of the
oity. Oompany F in Bellevaux was troubled during the morning, not only
by the enemy, but also by the American Air Corps. A small group of
medium bonbers mistakenly droppedseveral bumbs on the oity, but caussd
no serious easualties of 2nd Battalion troore. 36

Shortly aftor 1300 hours, a plntqoﬁ was sent out by Capt. Edward C.
Arn of Compeny F for the purrose of securing a river erossing site. lz'l.wy
orosscd ths L'Ambleve at 1330 and shortly thereafter Companies G end ¥
followed, end socured a bridgehead in %he vicinidy of FPluscuhe (775999).
¥orking in emooth ccordination, Campany E, 2nd Battelion, 119th Infe.try,
which had been the reserve oampepy throughout the dey, then mowed past
Ooupany C end scized Villers (759996), which lay 1800 yards west of the
river orossing site. In the vicinity of Villexs, Cumpeny B established
contuot with the 517¢h Parachute Infatry, 106th Division at ?56997._
With Compeny E in Villers, Ocmpony G attucked Beaumont (761994) w
200 yards south of ¥illers. The enemy troops in Beaumont, hed doubtless
been reinforued by those who had withdrawn from Villers emd by mid-
night, 14 Jamary, Compeny G had mf‘b’;an sugcessful in taking the eity.

By W’M January, the S0th Di‘rinioﬁ had made most of its

progress on ths right flank of the Division sector. Two bridge heads



hod been esteblished; one at Ligneuville (KB05980) end one at Planche
(775999) end plans for 15 January were stated in e letter of instruotions
The most important factor mentioned was that the lst Infentry Division,
on the lef$ flank of the 30th Division, w uld attack south prior to dey-
light, 15 Jenuary. 3

In the 117¢h Infentry sector, 15 January wasz relatively quite. JThe
2nd Battalion remaiped in Ligneuville and eliminated scattered enaomy
groups in their sons that were found on the scuth benk of $he L'Amblcve
River. The 3rd Battalion pessed through the 2nd end proceeded south
eagainst light resistance for approximately 2000 yards end yeached en
area in the vieinity of 810967 by 1800 hours.

The 3rd Battelion, 119th Infantry had been attnoisd to the 117t¢h
and during 15 January novaqtin & line along the southeest section of
ligneuville and set up positions of defense along the Malmedy-St. Vith
road. Further, they eatablished outpost groupe in the woods in em
attempt to ocapture or destroy & few enemy herassing patrols and several
German self propclled assault guns that hed been bypassed or had infil-
trated back into the lines end were causing some, z:l:zl’wrbanoe.

The other two battalions of the 119th Inréhtry continued to atteck
in the Regiment's sector throughout the 15 Japuery end by nightfell, had

reached the line marking the termination of the first phase in the 8t.



Vith offensive. The lat Battalion, 119th Infentry used Compenics
A and O primerily during 15 Jemuery. Ocmpany"/a'l platoons worked
between Borgueuscheid (790991) end the L'Ambleve River, hunting out
harassing patrols end scattered eneny unite. OCompany O supported by a
platoon of $emke of the 743rd Tank Hettailon, swung east from Lamon-
riville snd orossed the bridge in ligneuville (805988) spanning the
L'Ambleve. Onee across the bridge, Capt. Fell moved west in the ui-
rection of the objeotive, Font (794977). +the outskirts of ront wore
reached before moon and an attack for the city wes launched immed-
iately. Driﬂn_s the enemy out of the houses, Pont fell by 1430.
28 Pi's were taken during the essault on the city. % Moving = uth
out of pPont, the same unit of the 119th Infentry advenced Mﬁ
ﬁ%m/f «  An ineffective natural road blogk of 22 heavy irees #Jxa
Mfon‘:a across the road, between—Font—end-Brucken—bty the—retreat- il
ing-enemy. They were quickly m and Mm &:;ﬁ;w—b‘f
dusk. |

In the 24 Battelion, Compeny ¥ hadkontinued to ettack agad nst
Beaumont until 0200, 15 Jemuary. A$ 0745, Company G pessed through
Compeny ¥, at Beaundn$ end advemosd along the Bgspumont-Houvegnasz road.
The ecompany met very etrong small armas fire and very heavy morter
concentratiins. Alm encountered, in lesser smounts, were artillery

and rooket fire. By 1100, Francheville woa teken end the a:tack



pressed to tho south to eapture another small villege, Houvegnez. The
woods become thicker and the enciy resistance stronger. Division
artillery fire was called for in greater volume by the 2nd Battalion,
119%h Infen try and following 4%, Compeny G pushed into Houvegnes
where it‘ oaptured over a soore of stunhed prisonners. The total

numbsxr of PW's taken by the ll9th Infm tr y during 15 Januery

numbered 108. 39
In tho )20th legimens on 15 Jenuary, the attec: againet Thirimont

continues. The lst Battalion managed to get into the cdty with armor
suppory by moon. The enemy dofended from hcusos im the ol ty thet had
been mede into strongpoints of defense. It was mgainet such defenscs
thes Company B of the 823rd Tenk Destroyer Battelion assaulted.
Those brick houses in the city had been tum11n'oo veriteble pill
boxes and heevy machine guns end other autumatio weapons emplaced im
them, If i% hed not been for thas supporting tenks frou the 743
Tenk Battalion and the TD's from the 823rd, it would only haﬁ been
at an exhorbitantly high price of infaentyy that the oity would
have beon teken om 15 January. ko

The 3rd Bastalion of the 120th Infentry ettacked Thirimont
at the sems time as the lst Battalion. Hitting af‘,-the city from
tle noxthesst. The battelion met very heavy qnipo;', small arms

and automatic weepon fire, not only from the sity, but elso fram

the east. The lst Division, on the left flank of the 30th
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Division attacked south the seme mcrming, but 4id not advawe fest
snough $o relieve tﬁe pressure on the 120th Infentry. Toward noon ,
15 Jenuary, fire on the 3rd Battalion increased to such an extent
that it wae neceesary to call for help from the\gnd Battalion.

The 2nd Bastalion, 120th Infemtry hed moved off eerly tho semo
morning on the right flank of th. 3rd Battalion and headed for the
Wolfsbuseh foreat area. That objective ooﬁtdmd a hill whose ele-
vetion wag almost 600 moters high end easily dominoted the area.
I$. Oolonel Cuntey had moved hie 2nd Battalion down the Malmedy
8t. Vith road vwhen he was intercepted about 5(50 yards out of
Ligneuville at 81698, esnd ordered to return to the Thirimont etea
and support the right flank of the 3rd Battalion. bl

Thraighout the dey (15 Jenuary) fighting continued unabated.
By nightfall the 120th Infentry was finelly in possossion of
Thirimont end qu'-tn Sarts. Division artillery expannodl over 11,000
rounds of 105 mm and 155 mn ammunition that dey, end nost o:{n woe
celled for end directed at the enemy in the Thirimont axea. The job
the support tanks and tank destrojyers accomplished cannot by min-
imized and the final gapture of thoze two strong ﬁointa. in 2 large
measurc belongs to them. The rote of casualties for the 120th for
that day was high and the total number for 13, 14, snd 15 Jenuary

amounted to over 450 killed, woundod and n.tuxp.g. k2
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Boosuso of thoputure of the terrain, thet is the sharp risos
end falls, plus the knee deep snow, ice, and heavy forvest, littor
boarers found 1% necessery to frequently cerry wounded seviral
thousand yaiﬁl. Ambulmoes in meny cancs couldn't get emy where
near the wounded. Bowsver, the 1U5th Fedigal Battalion improvised
and borrowed slede fram farmers in the neighborhood. Frequontly, the
1%%%%? wore pulled by horses and served admirably to get the wounded
$0 embulances for further evacuation. h3

With the fall of Thirimont, et the close of 15 Jamuery, all
objoct#vnp in the first phese of the St. ¥ith offensive in the
Division gone hed been captured. The operatiom hedgone ascording
io sdhedulu. exaept on the left flank whare the coet hed been high;
unexpectedly high in faet. The 30bh Division cen only be commended
highly for the job they 4id while opersting with en exposed left
flenk. It can safely be assuwmed, $hat had the lst Divislion on the
30th Division left flank, been ordered to atteck at "H" hour, *D*
dey, 0800, 13 January, in coordhation with thnsaath vailion: the
loeses susteined by the latter wculd have been nmugh lighter, and the
advance more ropid. When the lat Division dd attack, two deys later,
15 Jenuary, they gquickly eiiminated the strong aupomatic weapon end
artilley positions in the vicinity of Ondenval aﬁd Faymonville that
had been striking at the side of the 30th Pivision for two days.

As for the enemy taoctics during the fixrst phase; they hawve been



tuuched on aboyw. Omne of ths most $roublesome itcms meeds additional
omrhasis. That wea tho mipes the Garions lald la rosds end possible
routes of sprronoch. In moat casen, bacause of the haaste of thelr
withdrawel, the enumy mads no attemyt to lay mines in emy carsful
or strategic pattern. %They were cgaln favored by Lhs weather on this
soore for shortly after theo mines were ludd, they we.r; covored by snow.
Jee .rolla-.ved. more enow end agedn ice, That mecnt that scores of our
vohicles wild roll over the mines without setting them off. After a
road became socopted as *safe®, by th: number of wvehicles that haed gome
over 1t, a light jcep, or a heavy tank would wnexpectedly detonate the
mine. As for infwn try field positione cooupled by the enemy, they were
also alded by naiural terrain features. Ooncealed wooded areas, road=
el de dugnuts, approaches to roesds, fircbroaks apd tronch lines on hill
crests were only a few utilized, In the clties, infentxy positions
were invariably taken in stone hauses. All in all, the entire segtor
was admirably sulted to, and offered every tacticml and strategio
adventaga to defending troops. In the two day pdriod fram 13 January
to midnight 15 J‘énuary. the Division captured 4LG7 PH's. Lh

The ealibex of the enemy scldier on the division front had risen
mate rially from the attack hour on 13 Jamuery. At that $ime almoat
all of the oppnsition was estimeted to be from the 18th Volksgrenadier
Division. But shortly after the initiel ettack by the 30th Division,

elements of the 3rd Parmchute Division hit the left flank of the 50th.
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In the area around Thirimont, four battalions of the Parashute
Division were idemtified. b5 The fact that the enemy oppositicn on
the left flank of the 30th Divieion were paratrcopers, as compared
with 18¢h Volksgrenadier Division soldiers on the »ight portion of
the Division sector, may help to explain the severity of the fighting
end the tenacity of the resistance encountored by the 30th Divieion

et NPy poeko
in thet—Hactoxr.



S%. Vith Offensive
Fhase II

By midnight of 15 Jenuary the first phase line, which had been
designated as such in the Division plan, hed buen reached. That line
ren roughly along the L'Ambleve River where it crossed the Division
sone. The line that marked t‘h'e campletion of the second phase ren
from east to west and was south of the L'Ambleve, o the left flank,
approximatelyB000 yards end on the right flank, 11000 yerds. Within that
area, 13 goose egg areus had been listed as objectives pointa. 0Of that number
three were high points that ram in a rough east weet line end possessed
an elevation of 530 meters (Dillburg) 5/0 meters (Hunnert), end (Wolfa-

busoh) 590 meters. Thet line would probably have been utilized eas a



mein line of resistence by the enemy, if he hud had edequate tima
for preperations. However, the rapid drive through extremely 4iff-
foult naturel @onditions, by th 30th Divieion, caught the enemy off
belancs apd kept him in that comdition ell the way to Bt. Vith.

In a lotter of imstruction issued at 2200, 15 Jenuvary, the 117%h
Rogiment was d rected to sttack southy the following morning, to so-
cure the ridge line situated approximately 2,000 yards south of ise
front. The 119th eimed to the west with the primary objective the
MER between Font and Recht.

The lst Battelion, 117¢h Infantry with Companies A and O lead-
ing end Qompany B in reserve, attacked for Dillburg (812954). AS
0900 the group left from the violnity of ligneuville apd adveaved a-
gainst very light opposition to a point approximetely 400 yards north
of Dillburg. me 1,000 yaxds to the southeast an,l enemy
conoentration of armor and infantry was observed et the road Junotion
et 823950. That road junction wrnod,{:ut to be en extremely hard nut
to oraok in the days that foldowed. It was the intersection of the
Malmedy-St. Vith road with the route from Reght. On the-168h Jenuary,

the enemy began to fortify thet point 28 & road blook in strength.
That activity was hoted and Division ertillery put & cone entration

of fire on 4t from 105 rm end 155 mm guns, plus & good many rounds
from eight$ inoh howitzers fired by the 204th Field Artildorxry Battalion.

The 2nd Battelion, 117th Infantry, under Major B. T. Ammons, .



moved south af the sams time and on the right of the lst Bett alionm.
nu./'tw/ ' oubi—o€ tont, the bBattalion
edvanced slowly through the exceedingly thick forest area. The base of
Rupnert (795956) wee resched by midafternoon and Oapt. Sibbeld's |
Comrany E out to the esst elops of the hill, while Compeny G under

Capt. Viotor Salem, went to the west. oonpanyi remeined in battalion
reserve throughou$ the dey and followed midwey between Qompanies E

end G. .

Msanwhile, the 3rd Battalion. 119th Infantry had been attached to the
117¢h Infentry, end under the latter's d reotion attacked in coordinati.n
with the lst end 2nd Bettelions of the 117th, the morming of 16 Januery.
Advenoing east from Ligneuville, & rond block waa esteblished at 825983.
The battalion was them disposed by Mejor O, K. Stewart with the three
companics abreast. The advence wap elmost directly eouth with Qompany
L on the left, I in the ocenteér and Qompany K on the A ght or east. By
noon the bese of the mltaﬁusoh hill (830967) wes reached. An attempt
was made to advence up the elope, but it was pushed back by the enemy.
Throughout the afterncon, fire fights continued and when darkmess fell,
the positions occupied by the 3rd Battelion, 119th Infentry, were sssent-
ially the same as they had been at noon. The 3rd Battelion, 117th
Infantry remeined in regimental reserve throughout 16 Jonuary. Just
south of Pont, the gomps ies were disposed from eest to west, Companics

L, K, end I reepectively.
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On the ri ht, the two battalions of the 119th Infentry (the
3rd Battalion had been attached to the 117th Infantry) also did not
maks any great strides.or-meet -any-stiff resistunve. The lst
Battalion held a defensive position throughout the dey , regrouping
end refitting. Companies C end B mainteined positions immedietely
southwest of Font and Company A attempted to get same rest on the
north side of the L'Ambleve. The 2nd Battalion, on the right flenk of
the 30th Division, moved off at 0900 andrﬁdmeud south almost 1,000
yarde from Houvegnez. Compeny E led, end with Company F on the left,
the heavy woods wore searghed. Ome tank of the 7,3rd Tank Battelion
was lost from direet fire of an enemy self-propelled gum. Those
BP's wore met in same number in the next week and always proved
troublosome. %‘hey we:e 75 mm guns mounted on & Merk IV chassis.

Not too large they drove through the forest fire breaks eesily
md mancuvered without too much difificulty in the snows. In ey

af lant Qapax
event Oompany E pushed to 765959, where they made contaat with the
517¢h Parochute Infentry, 106sh Division, at leet—light.

The activity of the 120%h Infentry, on 16 January, waes much
like the other two regiments. Primarily resting and maintsining
defensive positions. From sl ightly east of Thirimont to west of
Heuts Serts pouuon{fén held by the 14, 3rd end 2nd Battalions
respectively. Each had two canpanies in line end one in reserve.

P
The following day, 17 January, there wum1no great advances



wada anywhere on the Divisiom fromb. Agnin, as on $he previcus day,
short movements were made, but regrouping and scme rehebilitotion

wore corried on primarily. Im the 117th Infantry, Lt. Colcnel R, &,
Jranklond's lst Bottellon further oonsolidated their positicn on the
Dillburg hill £30. Ccmpenies A end O ocovered tho entire elevaticn,
cleening out o fow of the cpnemy thut hed infiltrated during the night,
end thon took up positions in a line on the rewerse slope. At 0915

an estimated 50 enemy infantrymem, supported by 5 light taks, and
designated Combat Teem Hoffman, were engountered. A relatively short
fire fight wnoued, in which several FW's werc captured end the enemy
rcuted. Compony B tock up & peaition, in battelion reserve, slightly
to the north of the other two companies. The 2nd Battalion, 117th
Infantry attacked for Hunnert, whioch wao mcre correotly the desig-
pation of « 540 meter high elevation. Onr the previous day, 16 Jenuary,
the battelion bkad been unsucoesaful in ite attack on the objective.
Howevor, on the morning of 17 Jemuerxy, they eguin struck at the hill,
Becauss the objective wes in the comter of en extremsly heevily wooded
area, thé snemy foundadequate cover and concealmsnt. An estimated

50 troors defended the hill. 46 They were broken into emall groups
snd each group had an assault gun set up in oif.hor a dug out or e

tire bresk. GCompanles G rm:TE attacked anddrove them off and then
patrols went down to Recht to meke a mconnniaab”ﬁfl

oAy
The 3rd Bettalicn took a orack at the road bleek et £20955,
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but wore no more suddesaful on thy \I7 Joauary/than thoy weiro on the
‘pruvicuﬂ day « Tho 4iffioult; 4in ony attempt to rﬁi‘;te tha block wne not
ev much. fram tho large emount of fire puwer set up, but frcm the tactical
disposition and organization of the stxong roimt. On the oant side of
the Mulndey-St. Vith roudy in the viainity of the roud blook, the undure
growth was vory thick. Bocaus:s of t’:{ﬁi}' factor it wis quite imposaible
for troops of the Ird Battulion to dring up eny armor or heavy woepons
on thet flemk. JFurther the enemy had a sories of maching guns, light
apd heevy, set up cmong the treee and in the firs breaks. On the
west eide of tho roed, psculiarly spnough, thoere waes sm oren area which
probibited an advence in any force to orcss it. Any ettempt of thet nat-
ure 'm; impediately me:t by fire that oome from the rced block defonsscs.
Thet fire, eand fire on ony friendly groups in the vicinity that cemes
down the mcn highwsy or other sprroaches from thz north, wes obsarved
from eest of the road block on an elefated position. Such oveervations
ere then gonmunicsbed btu the gun positions at the voad ipterassction. k7
Thot wes the revores cof the usuel citueticne where the cbservor was
neer the torgot end the gupes in the reaxr. Inthat case, tha 3rd-Bsttallon
J17th Infatzy uttacking-tne-road -block,-the-ensmy guns wera {n the
proximity of the-terget-end-thoobssrvor-in-the TooY.

In the 119th Rogiment tle only eciive Wottalion wan the 2nd. :ha

lst esscmbled In Pont end the 3rd, welensed from attachment to the 117th 7

Infantry, ¢losod intc Mplmedy. Oompanies ¥ and O of the 2nd Battalion



mointeined thelr poelticp in the vicinity of Buuv«san‘;*. Capt.
Faxne E. Perker’s Compory E sent cut & sticng eombgt pé.trul o
optablish « rond block a$ (ehoenberacks, (762953). That polat

wes cn the rosd fram Foent to flscht and the m’*ﬁ'ﬁw advanced
positicn of the Divieion. The Oompsay pushed Lo the roed bloek
positicn alowly end carefully follouiﬁ & course thm,uuj.ltha wouds .
The strength of the roud blcek wae made wp of & plateon of infantry
fran Qmepany ¥, 2 hoavy machine guns, two self propulled TD's and

48 Onco the road block was sot up and con=

three anli-tank guns.
nolldated, oubposts were seat cut and cwntaocted the 537-:11: Regiment
on the right end the 117th on tas left. -_ .

én tho 120th Reglmeni the luv Batitulicn remained ln tho \ril'c;_nity
of Thirimont vAtb Conpunies A and B in tho line. A omnb;t potrol
vae eent dom to roconnoiter tho objestiww thet enclosed Lier Velhn
(vic B3194,0), mome 2500 yarda from Wolfubumoh. The enmn;;r wab Lok
in forcy e geod dbtinee ncxtl of tiic objectdve, and the ‘patrdl was
forced to return to their cturting point. |

The 2rd Bettslicn, 12Cth Infantry, took ovexr the ccoupation of
the Wolfsbusch hill and rolieved the 3rd Batbeilon, ii%h Infentry
that had tdcen that cbjective on the previvus dg.

Thore wars little othor aotivity on 1/ January, although more
trouble wap cuused $o cur vehicles by roud mines, that were laid

in scottured yeiterns. From 13 to 16 Januery the S0th Division



A

had 15 tenks disebled by enti tenk mines. *’ The mines, buried
upgor several inches of snow and ice wo:e not loceted by mine de-
to'c"ltorn. Therefore a request was made of XVIII Corps for the use
of mim bustera”. 50 These were seocursed and used to exgellent pur-
pose I"on the Division romde. They wore veluable beceuse of the effeoct-
inm;u with which $hey perfogmed their primary function; detonating
AT mines. They werw also of great aid for the psyshological effect
thoy hed on jeep, temk and trudk dirvers. Those men felt the road
was safe, once & "mine busger” hndgona over it, and ss such, thelir
task otf[dri;ring. with the nervous strain eliminated, wes made easier.
'rh? *mine bustera® of the 738th Tenk Battalion, utilized were
of two :typos. One type had two sets of discs weighing 30 tons,
mountedl: ou the fyent of a medium tank, Each set o ntained five
& ske ,‘hd each disk wes almost nine feet in diemeter. Eaoch of the
two aataf;wer. mounted dlrectly in front of the tenk's treads. Thue
an enpt; space was present between the two sets and mines whioh lay
below ﬁ'hmg' ama‘wm.‘not expioded. Thet was the primary fault of the
E3. ﬁt was rapﬂ\ﬂod by the T1El type that had thres sets of disks
noim;oa on the ttv;‘nt of & stendard medium tank retriever. 4hese thrce
sots conteiined ui:la‘ disce each, but their diemeter wee less than hulfl
of those mounted on the K3. They were muunted with a set in fromt of
each tnnki'traad and ‘the third set to the fre of those, and in the

!
center orl' the tenk. \"{‘hul the road in the fnt of the $tenk was com-

1 |

!
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pletely "rolled* emd performed its task more satiefsctorlly than
tho E3.

There is « great desl of interess $hat may be atbached to the
tremondcus nuwbex P AT minua that were found scettered in the Male
médy seotor. Almost evoXy one of shume mines was found under heuvy
snow and ice. Ineemuch as thu {irst heavy snow did not ococwur in Lhat
seotor until 26 Docember, one mey assume that the Germans evspdoned
the plon to stteok through the Malmedy seotor im the direction of

degs, by Onristmes. o

J The Drive Continues

Afto;r two days, in whigh a short opportunity foar suame rest aud
nritt}in_’s vera snatoched, the 30th ]f&iv:l.axon on 18 Junuery again bugaen
to driver"‘aouth. In & Division direstive the 120th Regimuut wus assigunud
an objective labeled *q*, (vic 825937). The gooss egg shaped &10a wi-
olosed a portion of vhe Malmedy-St. Vith rosd ed ciso a hill 522
meters in height. *he whcle wes approximately 2,300 yards eusi by
southeast I*of Recht (796945) and elso contemed the tiny villuge of
Lier Vem, (631939). The 117th Infentry, with vhe 2nd Buttelion of

the 119%h atteched, was to take Recht «nd if both regiments hod

'Q‘.j.
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complatcd‘their assigmments sotisfootorily, they woere to attack for
Eockelsborn (B810930), whieh was situated approximetely 1,200 yards
south by scuthenst of Reaht. e To aid in the oceretion, and to
insure coordination of movamunt oa $he Division right flenk, the
517th"ROD (minuw 2nd Battalion) was attaeched et 1800 hours, 17
January . 53

‘ pofore the 1174n Infendry oould avtack for Recht it was pere
force necescary to eliminate the roed block whigh wes, ac stated
earlier, necer the junetion of $he Kecht and St. Vith road. IJt.
Colonel qumuol T. MoDowell's Sxd Battelion was still attempting to
knook out the road blosk at 620955. K" Company under Capt. Hem-
monde, was not able to eliminate the atror@ poink, however, ulements _—
of his ampany di d infilsrate behind it apd were suodessful in laying
scme AT mines. Undor cover of darkness the enemy withdrew from that
firss position end pet up andfe'ren strongexr blook about 300 yaxds
scuth oﬁ the seme Tomd at 823950, Ageln mines wera laia behind the
road bl.‘,i;:nl: and attem;lat-g were @ ntinued to forge the anemy to withdraw.
The rqlistance. ir:anything.'inoruasud end tﬁa nunber of aasault gunB'/
and qﬁtountio uvapbna delivered an extremely punishing f'ire on uhe
n&taﬁknra. Sk puring 16 Januery the road bloek wes not rvduced end
co.nfl'equently the attlauk for Reoht wes not mede. The Ist and 2nd
Battalions of tﬁe 1170 Infetry maintained their defensive po::t“lgna

on the eleveted positjons of Dillburg an:?ﬂunnert, respectively.
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Phe 119th Regiment scoompliched little during 18 Jenuary. The
lat Batsalion remainod assembled in the vieinity of Pomt, end the
2nd Batsalion retained thoir linwe on the sxtreme rizht flunk of the
Divigion. Compenjee K ond L of the Syrd Battelion remsinod :n Male
mafp' end Qompeny i under lat L%. Jobhn A. Deyle Jr., moved from there
tc teke over the high ground of Buebs Sart, relieving the 3rd Battelion
120th Infentry from thet position.

There wee much mare aotivity ip the 120th Reglmout on 10 Jenuary.
At 0930 the ls. Batialion edvenced south for objective *Q¥ in the
vieinity of £3193Y end two huurs luter it wer followed by the 3xd
Battalion. The etteck wae made on $he objedtive frow the northeast,
thus bypassing the enemy held roed blcsk at 823950. By eerly eftermoon
the areu was captufed end ooccupied by both bettulions in a semi oiroular
lins by 15C0 hours. Compemy I wae placed op the extreme eust siope and
fram east tc wa*}, Compenies A, L, C, and B, were disposed with Com~
pany K in repsrva. At juet sbout dusk, the eneay counterattecked in
strength frem the south with on eetimated soven take end st Jeest
100 infmirymen. Artillery wo- called down on the infaniry and they
were broken up and seettered ot 027933, a point on the St. Vith road
aw;mima;nly 400 yarde scuth of the lei am{ard Betstoelion frong line.
Groupe ¢f our infatry fannod out end ettacksd the senks witn bazooks
and emell orms. co;zpany 0 knooked out two, and three edditionsl

tanks wore destroyod. 29 of tbke five, two were mounted with 105 mm



assault guns on e Merk IV chessis end the other three had 75 mm
guns on the msame type chsssis. 56 Though unusual, thet illustrates
that carefully directed infentrymen cen destroy enemy light tenks
AL aid arwwa .
with bazcoka end small arms rin/ l‘hnﬂhis o« unter attack was in
progress, Company K, which had been in the rear of the line and con-
sequently the nearest to the enemy road blook at 823950, turmed north
to assist the 3rd Battalion, 117th Infantry in thelr attack on that
strongpoint. Driving at the road blook from the north and south,
olements of Company K of the 117th and Compeny K of the 119th got
. socattered olm:c behind the road block and planted AT mines and
haressed the strong enemy concentratiom, but d4id not eliminate i%.
The 2nd Battelion, 120th Regiment, on 18 January msntei ned
their position on the Wolfsbumeh hill, vi o 833968, cnd aided in
bringing up supplies to the lst and 3rd Battalions. The following
day, 19 January, the 2nd Battalion wes relieved by the lse Battalon,
119th Infentry. The second then moved south 2,000 yards, through
the lst end3xd Battalions, 120th Regiment em@ at 1415 attacked for
thuir objective, Reckelsborn end the eree in the vieinity. Keckel-
sborn lay 1200 yards southeast of Recht on the Recht-St. Vith roed.
The attack was made after Recht had been captured that morning dnd
the road block at 823950, eliminated. The 2nd Battalion with Come
pany E on the east, Compeny F on the west, and Compeny G in the

center met light resistance andwas consolidated in the dty dy 1700,
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The lst and 3rd Bottaliéns, 120th Infentry me intel ned their defensive
poeitions in the vieinity of objective *Q*. Company K, of the Srd
Battalion, under let 1$%. Melton Smith, egein :assisted the Srd Buttalion,
117th Infentry in the finel reduction of the road block at 823950 whieh
took plase during the morning of 19 Jonuery. 57

The lst Battalion sent petrols to objective *T to atteumpt to
determine the sigc of the enemy force that was in pomsession of that
importsnt aren. The goose-egg "T* enclosed the junotion where the
lignosuville=-St. Vith road conveirged with the Recht-St. Vith road at
829917. From thet area, reconnaissence was made 1,200 yerds to the
west by the patrols.

On the right of the 120th, the 117th Infantxry on the morming of
19 Januery prepearcd to attack to seigze Recht in ecomplience with

Dirsaion inatructicos. 9°

At 0600 the 2nd snd 3xd Battalion, 117th
Infantry attecked. The former left Hunnert with Companies £ end ¥ on
line and in 20 minutes were on the outskirts of Recht. Resistence was
light ond conpisted mainly of asmall armms fire. In a very short time
the enemy troops defending Recht were driven ocut. Company E led by
Opat. Sidbald tooR a center route with Compeny G om the northwest. By
0930 the nd Battelion was in possession of the city and sent patrols
to the sast to assist the 3ra Battal ion in the final reduction of

the road blosk at 823950.

The capture of Recht in such a short time, wes not wholly due
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o the fighting capabilitios of the infentry end the excellent sonk

and tonk destroyor support. An exceodingly heavy ertillery barrage

wags lald on the city prior to the at$rek. 5 th Division artilicry

hit the town heavily ih & well rlanned pattoeru. Figst the outiying

section of the ¢ity wes bomberded and then the shells mcved scuth,

catohing the center of the ¢ity and the area of building evnoentrations. 59
Beocause of that terrifie ba;'raa-. it was not surprising that the enemy

who did remain to dofend the city eapitulated in gppmimtely one hour.

In tsixe 119%h Regiment, as etated earlier, the lst Battalion re-
lieved the 2nd Battalion, 1l th Reglment on the Wolfsbusoh hill. :he
2nd Battalion retcnod thel xr posmition on the right flank and mainmkained
ontect with the 517th on the right and the 117¢h Infentry on the left,
During 19 January nev enoxy troops were ‘identified on the Division front
thot had most probably bsen brought in as reinforcements.

At 0800 tha et Battslion, 117th Infontry Regiment, crossed their
line of deporture end at$agked south for their objective. That wes en-
other goose ogg ayve, abous 2,000 yards south of Recht and enclosed
en area of Aomipeting toxrvain. The terruin it anteined wes very heavily
Hrosted and an advange on the objeotive was very diffigult. Howover,
the battaiion met only small exrms resstance end advanced casily against
it. By eurly aftermcon, consolidetion on the¢ objeative had teken place.

At the seme jump-off time, Lt Oolonel Semel T, ticDowell's 3xd

Battalion, 117tk Infentry, moved south on the left flank of the lst



Battulion, frem the vielalty of Beckelsdorm. Thay advensed for an
m;ﬁha'b measured epproximately 600 yards in a noi'th-sauth direction
end 1,400 yords in an cast~wsst direstion. Tho objsstive wos eboud
1,000 yards scuth of Eeckslsborn and cmelosed o pervion of the seoun=-
dsry Feoht to Rodt road. With lst Lt. Gale Deugherty's Gompeny L
loading, and taen Companics I and K, the battelion sncounterud a

emall emcult of enemy fire just scuth of Eeekelsborn. Made up of
ebout B company of infentry aupported by three light tenke, they

wore sesily zcuted and.tha 316 Buttalion moved on thelr objective.
Cnge they consolidated, they wore on en aprroximate 2,000 yerd line
with the lst Battalion. At 15380, on dlvision order, both battelions
attacked to $eke e levge area Gesignuted as "Willle® end *Nilliow,
vhich lay sbout 500 yards south of the areas teken earlior in the dey.
The lst Baltelion hit 1% on the west end the 324 Battulion on the eest.
The latter mot very little resistance and was in control of thédr obje~
ective by 1730 with Compales K, L, and 1, echeloned t¢ the northeast.
The 1st Battelion, with Ccmpanies A and O lesding, met feirly stiff
resistence oonsisting cf eppreximstely & sumpeny of infanbtry employing some auto-
maticweupon, but primerily amell eyms fire. By last light they had
yoesecsion of the reverse slope and hod mede contoct with the 3rd
Battalion by 1925 hcurs. The cbjective was important, for its

gentexr point was a steep elevation which provided cbeorvation of

Rodb and lsed right intu that city.



On the rizht of the J17th, the 119th Infentry swung intc¢ action
ooyly the morning of 20 Jenuavry. I4. Colorel Robart K. Herlong's
1ot Battulion wos yelieved of tho Adcfengive position 4t held on the
Wolfebusch hill et 1000 hours by tho 30th Mece Rocn Troop;. Plowing
through heavy shew a distance of approximately 5,000 yards the battele
iop at 133C, orrived at 702927, an arce 1,000 yerds southwest of Rscht.
The position straddled tha soad leading out of Rocht, and was dosigned
ng o Yogurva point to back up the atteck plonned for the other two
battalions of tho regimont.

The 2nd Battallon, l'alzm moved by foot, from the vieinity of
Bonvegznew (7659568) ¢o an asscmbly area about 6000 yards to the scuth.
The 3rd Battulion, working in coordinetion with Ghe Znd, loft 1%s
vost eree in the vieinity of Malmedy end won trensported by truek to
a point about 1,200 yerds noxthweat cf Rucht on tlie Font-Recht md.
Thers Major Hol D. MoCown had his bottulion detruck ond led them
eouth vhero they took up n ponftion on the left of the 2nd Battolion.
In that srea two platoons each, from the 7.Srd Tenk Bsitelion end
823x8 Tenk Destroyer Bettalion drove into positicn end at 1415 hours
e ccmbined ettock was launcked. Strikling to tho scuth, the 2nd
Datsolion with aymor ottmchments hit Wolkeshexrdt (782893), cnd @rove
pa fexr south es L’bisu?ﬁerg, (77568L). The 3rd Bottalion ewinging in
frem the ncrtheest, bypossed the second amd eaptured Oberst Crcmbach
(788885).
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Both hattalions me% olemonta of this 1€4h VG Divisicn whome
maistence eonpisted orimevily of amull arms end ausomatic vooepcns fire.
Their amoy surport wes not woll dlreplacsd ond di . not hold up cwr ade-
vanse to ony apprecieble extent, Novertheloss, it was elmest 1§00
ho ra beforo th: cbjuetives wers oartured. The difficultlies cacounter=
ad were nct only oconfined to the reelotence of the anamyrxﬁ:a long
march ,‘the men hed undergone carlier in the Qey had sepped thelr
strength to a considsrzblz amowrd. It wes net the distace of the
maych, But the woathar conditions that proved such en obstasls.

Plowing through 2 thiekly fors«sted esrea, through enow that was at
lepst lnmwe deap, and earrying heavy coobat ecrms and equipnont, the

men were Tatigned by the timo they errived st their line =f derorg-
ure. When tho sttack tecrinated, end oomsclidatism was rodo during
darknzsa, many hours wers spont in digging fox holoe and gun eme-
placomanta in frozen ground. The uae of the txite phrass, "tho attaok
wan made under A £fioult conditions,” was in this ons:, a difinite undexr-
statemont. In eny event, this salient was the mwoot advaced in the
division mector at ¢t at tims. %*he two battolions took up their

fipal positiona the night of 20 January in the shape of a rough "Vo,
o) echelovad to the morth on the flanksa, From west to oast positlons
mare held by Companise @, I, and T of thv 2nd Battelion, ond Companies

Lond I of ¥ 3rQ. Compmy K wtnder the tempersry dixccilcon of lst 1t.
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Rodert J. Xanz eeb:biisiivd & reed Bleek et £°C094; o point aprroximete~
ly 1,200 yorde nortl of Rodt on the primery rocd.

In the 120%h Reglwen!, the Jal Bottelion #t 0750, agein sond
patroles to objeolivo oPe, whiol they Wad recoinoiteorsd on the provious dsy.
Thet oroe so exilainod alove, erelusad troe twe romda frow Recht 2nd
Lignouville whodyy they converg:@ end rom into the St, Vith Lighwey.
The patrola fount ths ohJec fvo held fuirly lightly end ot 1030 tho
tattelion roved down to tlhe attack. Componics A end C lod end keeping
nlércg ke Recht roud, Zhe objvctive vas kit cn the nertl vwoot. Drimary
repistanco care from gelf propolled 75 mm guns, whidh werc utteoksd and driven
off. By mid-ofterncon the westerm portion wwe in joma-ssion of tle
end Buitnlion rnd the eumpizien bogem to "dig in", fh.'. 3y Daitelion
then moved devm the Ligneuvilie«~St. Vitk road i@ occuplied pesitvions
¢n the esot side ¢f tLo objecvtive, with Compenier L ol T to the
eouth end Comprny K echelensd 4o the noythezet. By lest light o
line wit: {thce firovt battelion hed been Crewn vp end oreclideted.

The 2nd Pattelicn, 120t: Regiment m In the vieinity cf
Yockelpbern and ren &wn twe gelfl propelled gunp thebwsye in the rear
of the fronl Llinor and frem Pidden foreat pesitions frequently fired
& bernpoing ronnd of cmeunition, Compeny G took over the roed block on
the Midmody-St. Vith xved &t 826935 and rolievoé Cempeny C, Aot Bottalion,

of the task.



With 1) wselignsd obvdstives for 29 Jensary e4ptur:d hy 30th
Divisicn trecops, w.other (lepe in vz Grive on S5t. Vit had boon
oampletod. Threugh sxtreevely damee worde #1) v unlehe of poow,
tte Divieion hed plugged Ste sy forwerd., Purled (T mines werm o
eonstent asures of troui ls sod in the seven doy periof frem 13 to
20 Yarwery, bthe M70th Upgincor Batisdlon remowed well cver 200, 61
But the nany herdshiy ard tousunzl probleas wern met ond szlved.
Browm enpes, ere2icl wintcr glething, slada for/evmc-.mtion ond wany
other ingonlons fteme were ukillzed nnd on 21 Jenupry the 014
Biokory® Divislon could almcst oee S3. VAth.

1)1 thet xomslnedivo b cortured in the Iapt phanc, wers four
objootives north and weel of St. Vith anc eseveral te the scutl of the
kay eity. On the right of the Division the 82nd airderns Divielon
had dosn rinched omy by the 7Hth Divielion. On the left, tae Tth
Amored Divinlion had Just bogun to move Shrowgh the et Diviaicn,

. and over ave of the reods An the 30tk Divielon sestor preparalory

to positioning themacd¥en for the shvike on Lhe *plumt, St, Vith.
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S¢. Vith Ofkens ive

-Pka,se I—-‘IJ
e Ay o2 21 Tmunry 1905 markad Yhe Sorminsti-n of cver e

veok A0 Llehbinez for ¢he 30th Division. In that tdaz they had fought
atep By ~tep, approximatels nire milea.  Thelr loseos were high, the
amany o fabc wined fighter and the wonthor asnddtiqong sp extron: 1y
01021cn1t chotoels. Tro mildsory fneticn hed alinmad into a settern
by thrt dste, ~nd for that resson, $he lino hetial iocns had o rough
fdee of vhot to expect vhen they lewnchesd a bretalion or two bettal-
fen sitnek. The rmnll willegos were wounlly defandsd mont strongly
en the cut-kirts from the protecticon ~ffared by heavy upde rprowth and
dugcuta, The sitlsz themsolves uvnunlly conted ned cnly a Fmell number
of trocre vho Coferded Crom behird the prog.ction cf pny stcne hovses

s ot
aTedleble. Mom diffienlt tce eapture were hills or ridge limo,r‘a*"‘ Emni—].

fire, 20tk Divinion troors very freqmmtl\iinﬁfl( Liﬂ,f:‘ff:a ﬁiﬁ‘%ﬁm M‘m‘é"d
¢ifficvlty in @lalédging ¢ stubbern cnemyy An over prosent cbetecle '
wt 6 the antd tenk minoe thatwere buriel in roudes ené coversd: cver
by snow 2n@ 4ca. As -trted cerlier, tho *mins bustera® vers cmployed
to good rdvatoga.

The cold and wotnese: of the weanther worse soambnted by the use of
3ittle tricka tha mar Lind lenynesd ond what comfortr wezre recdily

pvedlodle. Qommending officers tcok adventezo of ¢ll evallable

cover for their troorm, and the artillory bvettored feryrm hovsee dld
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ok offe. %00 many convsalencea, they nevortheldss bloeked a

good portion of thy winter blesiz. Tho regular vnlistod type

overasont wss freguently found to be a hind.rence, rothur than sn ald

in warding off the cold. Soldiers found that the coats vasily bLe-

cam2 molst or onepn wel fram contect with thoe snow, and shortly

thereafter firoge almost solid end had to bo disczrdod. Pigging

foxholes or gun emplacements near or on the fxnt lines in the

frozen ground woeg not only very hazexrdous, butk back breaking job.
with the beginning of the lest phese in the operction, fhe

Division was tired, but near their fisnl objootive lime which ren

roughly Z,000 yards south of 8t. Vith al ong the Braunlauf sniver.

The boundry *ine between the 7th Armored end the 3Cth Division in

the erse ran elong in the vi.cini;ty of the B4th morthe-scutis grid lihe.

SA Vil Loy inm ¥4 P Gnenihed crclon opproyiiatlioly 100w qardo cask of tha Aroedtoy Dare:

In-tho—neighberhood-of-St. Bith, that meent it _put that—eity-within

the 7{b Armored seotor by sbout—d,000-yexds.

On 21 Jenuary, there wes little advese made by emy of the
Rogiment & of the Pivisiorl In the 117th Imfentry the 2nd Battalion
remei nedin Reeht, obteining some much needod rest. Tho lst and 3rd
Battalions romal ned on the objective taken on the provious dey with Coue
penies A, K, L, &nd X, on the line from west to ezst. QCompony E on
the right or west flank end Company B im reserve. Under cover of

dusk roccnneissence patrole went dewn to Rodts (619889), Hundheim



(Sz5883), nnd ~telpnrbary (£28887), =nd moported thom appnvrently
well Lold,

The 115%h Rugimant on 21 Junuary, foxr the most part eonsoli-
dated vn the positicn thay had azized on she provious dey. Company
T, undor Oapt Ldwnrd ¢ Arn oodouplsd ~2altions in Oborat-Ormbac)‘{‘,MdW
ran into muall olements of tho enemy. m:yl\mm sectterod in housas,)"“’
amd-waru aoon routed ocut of the oity or sapturod by the nttnoking
gompalny. By derlasss tho ares was fimmly held with Gompanies E, F,
L, I, and X holding a semli-circular line to the northesst and
Qompony G in reserve.

To Ve left, 1n tho 1R0th sactor, the 3rd Battellen rscedved
e atrcng counter~attoek. The Bottalion oscupled a postion in the
gonexal avee of 837927 ncar tle MalmodyeSt. Vith roed. At 0958 the
18t Battnllion, 352nd . VG Regiment, 246th VO divinion, supported V;
threo nelf propel]:eﬂ, guna attacked on the front of Companien Iq!md
L. & The enamy ¢ame up fram Ober Tmmels, uaing the svailable
woods to furnish cover snd cnoeelment . The lat Battalion, 120th-
Infentry had been oscupying & position on the right or west of the
3rd. Thus when thes attack struck, the lst Battalion flanked the
enemy on the right emd the 3rd Battelion closed in om tho left.

By 1050 hours, the =tt:ckers refirested lecaving eight FW'a, 16
woundsed an estimated 70 Gexrmena killed, und one SP gun. 63 Later

in the soms dny patrols from the lat Battelion were sent south to
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reconnci¥er Lhs neat 2uy'e objeetivo; Odor Buosls (52760€) ard
Hloder Dumels, (898908). *hey wers driven off, howevar, by atxong
oy nutoimiie wenron firs.
On the leofy flenk of the 30th nivieion, the 7th Armcrsd drove
pouth on 20 =nd 21 Jonuary in 9xsoll.ab cocsdinution. €5 Tho koy eclty
ef Born (850935) hed buen el.excd by Brig. Gunervl Hasbrouelt's amor
anl the dafonding vnomy troops full book to 8. Vith. The oome was
truo in the 30th pivision ssecvor; the enemy ratr.ated to St. Vith, Om
21 Jenucry, large groups of Gemians began to ovacueto that city om the
pragary high voy leading south. The road was jaumned with $roopa, vehioles
gmmor and guns cid the IX Tactiscl) Alr Camand had wendorful *Laigeta of
oppertunity*. torking with the 7th Ammorcd, the 366th ond LO4ik.
Fighter Groups destroysd on enormcus mumber of veaicl.s, tanks, ariillery,
iroops, and horso drewn wagons, utilizing 500 pound general purjposc
and 2(0 poupd Trvguentatlion bombe for the job. b6
Thoe next doy, 22 Januery, thes 120th Régimonta odbjuctive was the
arva contai ning E&?’E Rmmels and Obor Emmels. Tho former was the
lurger of the ¥wo =nd had tho 5%. Vith road running through it. In
the early afternoon, the 2rd Bettelion, suprorted by vhe firves of
the lst Buttelion, ettacked the city. Flanking the oity ceuticusly,
rosistance fram infantry ond assuult guns were met, but 4o no
apprecieble oxtont. By 1660 hours the olty wee in the possecsicn of
the 2nd Battalion., CQompoany F, had left the mopping ur of the eity
to Companies £ end G and had procesded, at 1515 hours, $o the weat

““ W '
to seize Ober Bmmels. 4he canpany encountered nuintawa and wes une

able to advance .
wble



836895, with the 7th Armored thet had pushed down during the day
t0 & 1ine ebout 3,000 yards north of St. Vith.

The advance south continued all along the Division front
and on the right flank the 1l$th Regiment medc eubsequunt g:ins,
l'gopin; pacv wiith the othexr {wo regimente of the Division. In a
ooordinated etbeck the Znd wnd 3rd Buttalions 119tk Regiment pduaaecd pow
their line of departwre &t GOCC, 22 Jsuuary. The Zna Buattulion
left thu area of Melssei Berg ané ryan inte scottered smull viue
fire. The battuiion edvemved south through a wecded erea ond en
hour aftur Yjuup off¢ lme they hed cleared the wwods et 780078,
Cpmpanivs B and I advanced on a linc, with LLe former Company oi
the riohl. Once umdes vosurvalion, bthy VW Cwpcnies come ubduvy’
extreniely beavy autamoblc weopch i wrtllicry fire ihot emonctod
from the high ground immediatoly scuil of Kapelle (705060). Jotillexry
fire was calicd for enu bruughty dowm on obosrved enay loculions.
Support vanks of tho 743rd fuik Butivelion viere brought upy «nd Lhe
battalion ussaulved Kapuile in the miG-micrning. By 1315 hours bha
oity hod been oluurud of the ¢newy.

The 3rd Battalion, wiiich hed jumped orf witk thue Zud et €300,
hed as vhoir Objuwetive Lauw Lalyly dusge clty ci ILndeshwuron
(797877)e GCpat. Quorge w. hehiopis Compay L, led oiu sbiuck

and hed elewentas in tae oity by Ol45. unmss o Lae wurs.irbs of
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the mity, Oompany L on the right of Company I met strong small
ams and autamatio weapon fire. The envmy was clesred out of
the housus, slowly &nd metliodically, end it wasn't until noon
thet the 5rd Battel fon Led covered most of the city. kven then,
arfillery fire Lit the city turoughout most of the afternoon
every once in & while, a particularly ardent Nezi would infile-
trate beck into Hinderhausen, or suddenly come to life and begin
sniping from & secoué siory window. However, such fiwe was oniy

haregsing in noture amd contect was quickly mede on the lelt with

- the 117th Regiment. OR the right, t'e 2nd Battalion spresd their

1ine esst from Kapelle and es derkness olosed down on 22 Jenuary,
the compunies were displeaced from west to northeest, £, ¥, L, and
I, Compenies G and K mainteined & rescrve position.

The enemy, tlroughout 22 Jenuary fell back to St. Vith as vhe
30th Division advanced. Ending at midnight ZZ Jenuary, for the
preceding 24 hours, the Division captured 266 priscners. 67 ln-
Yerrogated ut the PW cage, it was determined that most of tiem
had been members of the 326th Voljagrenadior Division, with a
msll number {row the 10%n and 2Losh VG Divisions. Almost every
one of Lué Fa's wore psrvially incapacliutea ineoiar es his lo-

oamotive cdilltice were ocnoernad. sivat bite end trenca foot

wore prevalevat. “hey ell look.d bedly end meny compluined of



baving bean in the limo for over a month., At least Lelf of the
dirty, unshaven Germans carried e loaf or a portion of a loaf of
brown bread cluseched under his aim or prosruding elightly Lrua his
ovarcont pocket. They of oourse, had no idee thot they wouad,
shortly efter cepiure, be eating bettor vhan tuey probobly uad in
the yrecoding 4 ysars. *“hose who weie ot killed or oupiViuvd re=
treasted toward uv. Vitn, and on 22 Jenuexry, as on the duy Lelulu,
the roads leuding out of Sv. Vith were hat by hecvy 50Ut bLivision
ertillery congentrations and elements of $he IX VYeobiculd Aldr
Oommand .

On the same day {he 7th Armored advenced into the ovutdkiria
of St. Vish and during the next dey, 23 January, drove into ihe
oity. Once the 30t¢h Division had ecaptured Hodt, Hinderhausen and
Bundheim, the city of St. Vith wue heruly denabie. 'nose .uft Low
cities seizea in the 30th Civision seotor wexe altuated on dowine-
eting terrsin. From Rodt, one cvould ewsily look Quws ub sb. Vied ad
the Division artillery units were in s position of obsurvation ol ine
primury roads end the railroad lsading imco vhe cby. it is not mwsal L0
imply that once the 30ta Division *ringed® Hi. Vitn om vhe uocaii auﬁauus
the 7th Armmored had merely ¥o WulkK ilbo thw cliy, suu vboke pussession.
That was hardly the cose, howuver, ib ié wedl ¢o noésr bue fuoi agia

that once tue 3Usn Division gapeured Vhe xvads, vilisgus, cad ridge
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lines 2,000 to 5,000 yaxde north andwsest of the clty; the great

retrect froam St. Vith began.

8t . Vith Ofivnsive

R ook Bause

The “final objootive® idlne of the XVIII Qoips in th. St. ¥ith
operetion, ren roughly elong the Braunlouf River. Wne River flowed
from west to east ebout 2,000 yards south of Su. Vith.

To reaecl thet idne iu the 3Cta Division ssotor, required tiwu
"01d Hiokory" ouifit to atisok south fzvm their 6,000 yara front
line foxr a wistiee of three tu five tuoueend yarxds. The sreve that
ves to be captured was for the .08t part, open ground tnug cone
teined 1elalively amall secviions of heavily wooded arves. The {four
objoctives in the e2rea wure lubeled wivh the code numws of *Daiay*,
"imet, "Litile*, and*Abner®. Lhrew of tliem enclosed dominutiig
ground., One south of weasten (603053), enother soutn or Krombsoh,
(8100660), the third soushwssi of Neundorf, (029369), and Lnu laus
wes 4 Buvtlon of high ground beiwsen B.romnaok snd hNeundori .

"HR howr <9 January was 1,000 nours. At vioat tume Lne li,th ana

119th pdginentn atbvacked abreasv. *he 120th Infentry ha d beon
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pincted out on the provicus dey and had returned to¢ c¢n use:-mdly
arec rer scm? vell desorveld rest end refitting. 1m the 117th
Regiment ithe 2nd Bottellion was glven Lle primary miesion of the
dsy by Colonal Walver M. Johnson. The lsé Baivtellon accured ilie
Joft flank of ¢l hegiumehl and the 334 Baviallon zeminug in
Ragimentel resorve. The 200 Babtelion wndes Lajor Denjuwadne T
Amons atlVackud at 10CC heurs wdbh tho bown of leundorf and lac high
e IRy ae obptuna. S Smpalum Sntine ool alionds o the sy

ground tc the scuthunul “sdsirbtheoua—al 3l s wdah Cotipeay-e
on tl_:e Tight y ang Compaates I und § ocn whe left. Tho baltaiion, by
neon, had tekea up gosltdons thiugicut the eity ond tho uheuy uod
withdrawii. (nae vhe Germels #eie i ol aue vuly ., bde olad LDubboddon
117%h Infantry, ceme wadoy ¢ bSesrilic barruge off ncovux fdre., It
poved Lo bﬁ“ Qabivuely oocurcie ang ¢owa from bne algh grouuwd ho

rt VRS -
ths scuthesst of iu—aivy~ Yhav was toe wreo oud acl leunuorf,
that wes designoted by the plvialon ws ths rugineatad cbguctive.
About 1300, Cupt. W. u, Jacker led Compony & to Vhe cuot Lo s.is0
tho high ground. Comzany G advancud along wllth Cuupeny Iy
sttecked up tho forward slopw. Tho chemy eapivyed RoGUAING guk
ond mortor fizo In a despascly atlenpl Lo stop vhe aluggliyg cougi-
feot, Dovever, ohu Uurwan posiiion aad LZaniod wiw. aosb oL Lham
wore taken priswonor. A% LS50 houzs io elduy wALLOL blbeCliod will

e forc.. «. .doub S0 wen aad thoce belide Lhey wesw ., alsed by
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our heavy machine guns and st least one tank was demaged. By late
afternoon the objective had bean oampletely cleered of the ememy. Qn

the left of the 2pd Battalion, the lst Battelion hud elearcd the

woodas of scattered German sutometic weapon emplacementd and held the left
forward flank of the Divieion.

Over on the right, the lat and 2nd Battalions, 119th Infentry,
were direoted to attack at 1000 hcurs by Colonel R. A. Baker. fha
1st Bottallon advanced for the high ground elightly scuth of
Krcmbuch« They met practicelly nc resistance snd were suddeseful
in teking over 20 FW's from the houces in Krombosh. About i5¢c,
Compeny (', under Capt. ¥Floyd B. Spurlock, moved to the doeminuting
ground and lmmedistely madu contact with outposts of the Lliih
Regiment on the left.

Jumping off{ at the same time, the 2nd Battalon cncounteroed
a strong enemy line on the northern edge of Weisten (vie 802055).
An assaull was made with Companies E and G om line. Almoat 30
Pii's were ¢aptured and the push into the c¢city campleted. 69 The
battelion moved southeast cut of Weistem and over the rail xoad
line running northeast to St. Vith. A%t the roed junciion ot
805847, Compeny E on the right flenk was hit by German Armor,
supported by iqéantry. Pivieion artillery fire wee called for

and ai the same time tanks end tank destroyers, supporting the
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7nd Betteldon, moved inte josition.

ith =11 ¢hed fire, 1Jus sutomatic wespon fire directed at
tho enemy oonountrution, it soon dissoived end withdrew arfter leaving
76 FPi's., With the pesseseicia of Lhoss finul objectives, tau 50tk
Divieion wcidivaidee In vbe cporution bsd been complioted. Yince 2400
12 Tanuery, 1,400 Fa's were ¢aptured. e ioseve had been neevy, how=
over, end iu tbe three reglments of Vhe Livision thore weiw 1,151
office:s 4nd aen, Alilwd, wuneed or missing in the 10 duy purioa,
13 to &3 Junuiry. Flus thes nunber thexr were 707 officurs and en=-
listed men listed os ucn-dattle SuBuaibies. 71 A tosal of almost
2,000 nmuni loat; cexrtsinly ulgh fur ¢ bsn dey olerution,

Durlig the sume day, 23 Jauury, bie /vh Armored Division hoea
taken full poescesion of 3. Vith ant ouahed 1o bie south of it
prraulng tho enony out of she cemadalag, but vesry Sisi(lll) wawit sLild

100t ii Lie Belplin Bulgs) thiv—dkdefatoitronr T Vomfandsredt.
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