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November 30th, 1909.

Was

Octa Ue Cbanute.

J0me Notes on " The Father of Aeronautics.’

If anyone living has the right to be called “The Father

of Aeronautics," it is Octave Chanute, who is spending the

evening of his days in honoured peace in Chico. o, albeit

Chicago does not strike one as the place to spen a quiet

evening. Professor Chanute is recognised as the inventor of

the biplane, or multiplane type of ﬂying machine, for on a

glider built on the multiplane method he made thousands of

ﬂights when the Wright Bros. were little boys in knicker-

bockers. The personal friend of Professor Otto Lilienthal

and the leading aeronautic scientists of that day, he lives,

happily, to see their dreams realised, and to be the aero-

nautic father of the pioneers of the power-driven ﬂying

machine.

If there is one phase of Professor Chanute’s character

which strikes one more than another, it is his kindliness to

the younger generation. When the Wrights were making

their early trials with gliders seven years ago, young and

unknown, it was Chanute, a recognised scientist and a lead-

ing engineer, who spent weeks With them in out-of-the-way

spots, giving them advice from his vast store of ex eriencc,

and he is still just as ready to let any promising eginner

draw on that same store.

His notes on soaring are to-day the basis of all knowledge

on the subject, and we earnestly wish that Professor Chanute

would gather together all his fugitive writings on the subject
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of ﬂying, and would publish them in one volume for the

beneﬁt of Lhe rising eneration.

\Ve give below a riot resumé of Professor Chanute’s

career, for the facts of which we are indebted to Mr. H.

Chadwick Hunter, a writer in our American contemporary Fl_ .

Octave Channte was born in Paris on February 18th, 185%.

At the age of six he went to the United States with his

parents, who settled in New York, where he received his

education in private schools, and was ﬁtted for the brilliant

professional career in which he achieved the greatest dis-

tinction. Later he went to the country of the Mississippi,

where, in the early ﬁfties, there was a demand for competent

engineers in the building of the great railroads of the newly

o ened West. The success of his early efforts placed him in

t e position of en inser-in-chief to the Chicago and Alton

RR. in 1863: an until 1873 he was still closely identiﬁed

with the railroads of Kansas and other sections of the

middle-west. In 1873 he was appointed chief engineer of

the Erie Railway, and held that position for ten years, when

he became the president of the Chicago Tie Preserving

Company.

Dr. Chnnute has been vice-president of the American

Society of Civil Engineers. president of the \Vestern Society

of Engineers, and is a fellow of the American Assoriation

for the Advancement of Science. He holds honorary mem-

bership in the Canadian Society of Civil Engineers, and in

the Institution of Civil Engineers of Great Britain. He is

also a member of the Century Club of New York. Such

associations as these prove that he is worthy of the highest

tribute a country can pay to genius.

Dr. Chsnute’s contributions to knowledge are to be found

in the engineering journals of his time, but “The Kansas

City Bridge," ublishel in one volume, is certainly one of

his most widey discussed papers. It is, however, from

another point of view that our readers are interested in Dr.

Chanute. During the pursuit of the engineering profession,

in which he made a name as well as a living, he found time,

like Langley, to devote himself to the subject of aeronautics,

in spite of the universal disbelief in the possibility of ﬂying.

His book “ Progress of Flying Machines," ﬁrst appeared

